CHAPTER X1
FOOD

F the many essentials to successful winning the food factor is decidedly
O one of the most important. In the days when the Gurnays were racing
to “The Grange™ the present stringency in supplies did not exist,
nor were thefe any restrictions as to the particular country from which one
must purchase the varied grains. Working in conjunction with M. Gurnay
in all details necessary to success we were able to supply each other with
the foods which were the most available in either of our respective countries
—for instance, Britain had an abundance of New Zealand peas, so these
were accordingly supplied from England to Belgium, which was, in turn,
reciprocated with supplies of tares. for example, from Belgium to England.
The greatest care was always observed in the selection of the various
types of grains, and just as there were “ vintage years " for wines, so were
there vintage years for the grains, thus during a good * vintage vear™ con-
siderable quantitics were bought to ensure sufficient supply for, say. two to
three years, though before purchase samples were always taken with which
tests were made and opinions expressed. When today I regard the miserable
specimens of so-called linseed it reminds me, with sharp contrast, of the
linseed procurable in those davs, and of one test, amongst others, of placing
a erain of linseed on a table. hittine it with a hammer and noting the
distance which the splash of oil travellad.

As previously exolained. all the results of racing. feeding, test flichts,
were mutually renorted. and amonost the hundred and one details necessary
to successful racine perhaps the most interesting study was that of the results |
of the various foods which had been fed to the birds. All prmanes and
secondaries cast were closelv examined in respect of their streneth, pliability,
webbine and ceneral gualities. and comparisons were made with those of
previous veers. notes were made on the improvement. not only of the colony
in egeneral. all primares examined were recoenised as from a particular
individeal. for results differed in manv individual birds. Results of feeding
were also noted with reeard to eeneral health, whether normal, superior or
excentional, and this was ivst one of the items in the general total of essentials
to * Better from the Best ™. a practice which was carried out for 50 vears,

Todav it indeed seems a fantastic comparison when one recalls the various
foods availab'e in those former vears—heans, New Zealand peas. Belgian
tares. maize (small and really red in colour). wheat, eroats. barlev. canary,
hemp. rapes: these, of course, were fed according to what particular results
were desired, but never ence, during the making of records at “ The Grange ™
was a capsule or other * speed producer™ given. 1 never believed in such
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practice then, nor have 1 changed my opinion since—although last week 1
received a letter wihich announcea that it 1 were o aaveruse ~ Fuls to wmn "
I wowd be staggered by tne great amount of fanciers who would send their
money i the peder that tus was tne greal secrel ol success. | repeat, never
was @ pul apphied at *'Ihe Grange ", It 15. or course, a compiete delusion
that such puis provide sure and casy success. it 1S care ana attention to
the innumerabie aetails which produce wins and make racing reauy interestiug,
until perhaps one arrives at such reswits as an average of mne new lst prize
winners annualdy to one’s own loit, when the inclination is to become
satiated and interest fades somewhat and fresh interests are sought for where
a knowledge of breeding may be exercised again. ln my case I turned to
cattie, dual-purpose Shorthorns, an expenment which wound up by winnng
four 1sts in four classes with three beasts, the young bull winning in s
class dnd also Ist any age, and the home-bred heuer wlinmng supreme
championship over her dam, who had previously won the Championstup at
the Yorkshire Show and previously had won lst prize at eight difterent
county shows all over England with various animals. Prior to my activities
with pigeons. 1 had achieved some measure of success with dogs, poultry,
rabbits, thus demonstrating that knowledge in breeding stock of any kind
proves usetul in breeding other stock, and in this manner one's general
knowledge and interest is maintained and considerable pleasure derived.

It is a mistake to become dogmatic regarding any particular feeding
syslem, as success in varving degrees results from various corresponding
systems, though it may be generally assumed that over-feeding is more harmful
than under-feeding. On the Gurnay or Shaw-Gurnay system it was impossible
to over-feed, the difficulty was 1o feed sufficiently for the 500-mile races,
the birds being so active and full of the desire to fly it was by no means
an easy task endowing them with flesh sufficient to maintain combustion
requirements, particularly when birds were compelled to spend four or five
days in a basket. With the Gurnays it is preferable they get “on the job™
of racing miles ahead of the bulk as soon as possible, a quick liberation is
therefore desirable, the sooner the better, and with the advent of convoying
by aeroplane and consequent speedy liberations, greater success than those
in the past should result. Unfortunately health and age are against my
resumption of racing. and 1 have other interests which require less activity;
however, recollecting that M. Gurnay had alwaysito climb to a loft installed
on a third floor. and myself to one on a second floor, a new loft idea came
to mind which has materialised in a one-storey loft constructed on a new
pattern and from which I am to carry out experimental flying to implement
my previous experiments of 400 miles first toss for adults and 200 miles
for youngsters, which were quite a success and amply demonstrates the results
which can be obtained through breeding when allied to fitness and intelli-
gence in the individual bird,
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IMAGINATION

OW many fanciers, by use ol their imagination, have ever reflected

what their birds might say to them could they but talk 7 Fanciers

would find results of such mental exercises most interesting and
instructive. 1 recall an instance yeprs ago of my staling, during a lecture,
* Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen, | wish you to believe with me that our pigeons
possess more intclligence than 85 per cent of the fanciers who own them,
myself included “"—unfortunately the remark was greeted with general
laughter, a reaction which ecmphasised the necessity of cultivating the
imagination,
"~ When racing from * The Grange ~ lofts the 20 racing cocks during the
racing season were fiying out from 6 am. to 7 am. and in the evening
from 6 pm. to 7 p.m., after this " imagination ” began to play its part—
seated on a grit-box with a ialse top and with the loft doors wide open 1
would study the birds in an imaginative manner. Taking cach bird separately
from No. 1 to No. 20 it was surprising tnat, although type and formation
were very similar, cach bird possessed its own peculiar character. * Champion
Picture ', for example, was as obedicnt as a well-trained Alsatian dog and
and when spoken to would understand, as could most of the birds—although
both doors were wide open no bird dared to fly out because of orders to
the contrary previousily given, excepl on rare occasions, when one would,
perhaps, disobey and then ** on command ™ the remaining 19 cocks would go
into their respective boxes, to be shut in, until the one who was absent
“without leave” returned. when he would be confined for half an hour
whilst the others were allowed their freedom. thus fully comprehending the
discipline and regarding the confined bird as in disgrace. Thus could one
imagine their thoughts, and cach night after taking any particular bird in
hand for study he would be tossed for a late fly-round, and on returning
and dropping on his perch would find some small tasty morsel. Three or four
birds per evening were handled and tossed in this manner. so that they
became more and more accustomed to dropping right in and on the perch,
and during this practice none of the other birds would attempt to fly out
because they had received their warning order, delivered in a Sgt.-Major's
form of command. not to do so.

There exists. without doubt. some degree of telepathic communication
between the understanding owner and hjs birds. In particular do 1 remember
this of “ Neaty ™ (1st Rennes all Sections, M.F.C.. by 12 minutes)}—he disliked
being handled, and if ever | decided to do so he would immediately come
out of his box, To overcome this 1 had to concentrate my thoughts on
“ Picture  or some other bird in an adjoining box and casually exclude his
exit with my knee over his box before catching him. 1 could, of course, have
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closed the doors and caught him in darkness, but most birds were willing
enough to be taken from their perch with none of them flying out. Use of
the imagination greatly assisted in the case of a yearling, * Beauty Spot ™,
who. returning from his first race, by-passed his own loft and flew on to the
north of Northumberland, and when returned and examined was * forgiven ™
and prepared for the M.F.C. Bournemouth race, in which he and “ Champion
Apollo ™ won 1st by 56 yards per minute in a norih-cast wind.

What the birds must think of the owner whilst fussing them around,
ete., can be readily imagined, and study from this aspect assisted pooling
to the extent of 80 per cent of the races being won by the heaviest pooled
bird—though such resulits maintained for more than two seasons or so do
not, it must be admitted, greatly encourage others to pool. To continue the
study of birds from the imaginative point of view it is necessary o go beyond
the confines of the loft when, for example. they are in the baskets laid out
for liberation; they know, particularly the good, fast birds, in which direction
lies their home and set a straight course for it when liberated consisiently.
Imagine then their thoughts as mile after mile they forge their way home-
wards, at what high pressure must their brains be functioning (with not
double pay for extra effort !). The question is often posed as to why, of
two cocks born in the same nest. one is a real racer but not a producer. whilst
the other a fine producer but no racer. Apart from their own peculiar good
qualities possessed at birth the difference is often that of leamming a good
route home and unfortunately that of learning a route which is longer. We
mortals, particularly thosc of us who motor, are familiar with certain roads
from one point to another and invariably because we are accustomed to them,
we travel by these known routes, yet other motorisis know of shorter routes
and use them to their advantage—so. then, 1s it with Gurnays or other birds,
No doubt some seemingly logical argument could be raised against this
reasoning, but the ways of racing pigeons go contrary to human logic, and
though the fancier may often theorise. does he ever try to imaging what his
birds are thinking of him ? Take this incident for example—a stray bird
was found and duly reporied. It was returned to the registered owner, but
as the latter had previously transferred the bird without recording same, it
had to be again despatched to its true owner—all this involved the bird
remaining 13 days in the basket. On-its ultimate arrival at its correct
destination it was immediately placed in another basket for entry into a race
of between 200 and 300 miles—one wonders whag the bird’s thoughts must
have been, Or what must the pigeon think of the type of fancier who feeds
his birds three or four peas at a time and because of his reasoning that an
athlete refrains from drinking two hours after exercise he denies water to his
birds for a similar length of time, or yet. again. of the fancier who puts
permanganate of potash into the drinking water in the belief that the iron
content is a wonderful tonic ? Of course one encounters many fanciers who
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do a hundred and one things they ought not to do. but nevertheless it is
instructive to imagine what the birds think about it all, and by this process
one learns and gains the esteem of his birds which is all conducive to success
—by co-operation between owner and pigeon most things are possible.

It is difficult to foresee in which order four birds will. for instance,

return from a race, but imagination which has some foundation can play a

part in this, as can be illustrated by imaginative thought displayed on past
occasions by M. Gurnu)‘- for example. from seven birds which were exercising,
four had to be picked for the Angouléme National and two for the Vierzon
National, the result was 1st, 12th and 38th and 1st and 2nd, respectively,
with one bird remaining at home. Whilst the seven were at exercise they
were carcfully observed by M. Gurnay and myself in order to decide which
was to be the heaviest pooled bird (us an example of these pools—when it is
mentioned that ** Angouléme ", won the £40 pool fanciers assume £40 was
the total of the pool win, whereas £40, Gold Standard. was the amount
required to enter this pool per bird: “Angouléme ™, incidentally, sired 1st
prize winners whilst at * The Grange ™ at 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 years of age),
and in this it is most desirable that observation should quicken the imagina-
tion {or, in the case of women fanciers, their intuition) and give some guide
to selection, In this manner M. Gurnav, watching the birds in Aight, was
confident * Bronze Favourite ™ would be his first bird iy the Grand MNational
—it subsequently won lIst by half an hour. It is futile to desire a bird one
particularly likes to win and expect it to do so, more successful results will
be achieved in imagining how they will fare in the race which is contem-
plated from their ease of flight and their speed during these to and fro
exercises—not the * hobby-horse ™ manner of exercise of flying around and
around, all closely crowded together, but with the birds flying for the joy of
it in any direction which appeals to them regardless of where or how others
are flying—from such independence shown by certain of the birds imagine
how they dislike the crowd and will hasten to speed ahead leaving their
considered inferiors behind—thus can be appreciated the foundation of sound
imaginative reasoning. Visualise how. when young birds are turned out at
7 a.m., let us say. for four and a half hours’ flying. then back quickly into the
loft for food, sleep and rest. considerable must be the extent of their
development of frame, muscle, brain and general intelligence—nothing the
birds may do in after life will stand them in such good stead as this early
development. Even if the birds are not raced as youngsters or yearlings and
their training only commenced at two years. as generally practised by M.
Gurnay, it can be readily imagined how, on a frame already well-developed,
muscle can be added and the inclination to race invited—this, coupled with
a thousand and one other items. makes a Champion of the World with
winnings of £100.000. It must not be imagined. however. that beauty cannot
be allied with paramount abilityv—the glorious feather, eyes and robustness
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of the Gurnays is no accident, but the result of imagining what effect this or
that food or this or that herb will produce, and in having the courage and
patience fo put theory to test and prove it—or, not being proven, o note
accordingly.

I am often asked how it was possible to create, in addition to the other
hundred and one admirable features, the wonderful feather possessed by
the Gurnays. Consider the photograph of * Bronze Excellence ™. one can
perceive immediately the abundance of feather, and by virtue of his 100 per
cent perfection in other respects was never beaten in the exhibitions which
M. Gurnay would sometimes enter. Here. again, imagination had piayed
its part—M. Gurnay had first to visualise the results of certain foods and,
in contrast lo myself, was always in scarch of wild plants and herbs; these
he * brewed ™ with his own methods. assisted by his wife, the Great Pauline,
and administered to his birds in their drinking troughs, which were of
earthenware with small openings. One can picture the thought and diligence
required in experimenting with this or that in constant search of ways to
improve his birds with his motto * From the Best, Better 5till ™ ever before
him—just as the pigeons were trained to race ahead. well to the fore and
away from “ followers ., s0 were his methods always in advance.

It is not possible to enumerate all the byways through which imagination
can lead us. but as one thought leads to another. so does one flight of
imagination lead to another, and cultivated may lead to a success greater
than was ever * imagined ", Consider how ths magnificent eyes possessed
by real quality racing pigeons have evolved—it is common knowledge that
certain manures produce wonderfully coloured flowers. but what one wonders
has gone to produce the remarkable organism through which a pigeon sees,
from whence is derived the extracrdinary power of vision to so vividly
impress in the bird’s mind the innumerable landmarks and indications of
the homeward route. In the Gurnay’s. bred for 50 years as “ Better from
Best ”. there is no room for inferior complex when in the company of others.
rather must a multi-superior complex be developed which enables the bird
to determine its action independently and endows it with confidence in its
own ability to out-fly the birds of inferiority complex whose constant appre-
hension reveals their inferiority to them and causes them to fall back to the
rear and * fake it easy . One is apt to expect from a doctor that he should
know all there is to know about one’s body—et each separate organ
requires separate specialised knowledge. the fancier then should consider
the construction of eves, brain, feather, and the countless other factors which
constitute a racing pigeon and realise what knowledge combined with
imagination is required for success. After a lifetime’s study of birds, during
which time one has acquired considerable knowledge, one ceases to imagine
that he knows all. in fact. as with most subjects. the more knowledge one
accumulates, the more it is brought home how limited is one’s knowledge.
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So it is with the breeding, rearing and racing of pigeons, and the fancier
should bear in mind that whilst he endeavours to improve his race or strain
of pigeons he should and can apply the knowledge thus gained to the better-
ment of the human race.

There is more in heaven and earth than man has ever dreamed of.
Imagine what sensations would be experienced i man could fly alone in
the elements as a pigeon, only then would he appreciate the difficulties of
vision, wind, direction, efg.. with which a bird has always to contend in his
race homeward.

The foregoing briel passages arc written by one who, during his former
racing., made full use of the gift of imagination and are recorded at random
to provide food for thought and to stimulate or awaken the reader's own
imagination in relation to racing pigeons and, it is hoped, to his ultimate
benefit.

It is not suggested, however. that one cannot also be led astray by one's
imagination—many, for instance, theorise that the Gurnays are too beautiful
to be first-class racers. The beauty of the Gurnays has been created by
mating the best champions on the road to daughters of other champions over
a period of 50 years, thus proving M. Gurnay's imaginative reasoning that
“ Better ” from the * Best ™ breeds not only champion racing qualities. but
beauty also. Very recently a fancier whom 1 had not seen for 20 years recalled
my system of choosing the pool winners. He said he had never revealed the
method to a soul and he then recounted it to me—it was unfortunately a case
of false imagination. Incidentally, this Joe Moss could tell me where we had
buried at * The Grange™ various famous birds, “ Old Blue Hen ™, “Le
Bossu ", etc., and it was he who went for Frank Battersby and assisted in
the tongue-cutting operation—as. in addition to assisting at * The Grange ",
he also cleaned out for Frank.

I conclude. however, that persistent use of the gift of imagination can
render incalculable assistance—bear this in mind and carry on.
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EYES OF THE GURNAYS

5 is widely known, the eyes of the Gurnays are particularly remarkable

by their chocolate colour, their brilliance and extraordinary powers

of observation, to such a degree in fact that many observant fanciers
can identify a Gurnay from this feature alone. Just as the chocolate eyes
were * bred . however, s0 were those of violet colour; in one nest. for
instance, were born two champions. “ Le Gros ™ (winning four races in suc-
cession) with chocolate eyes and nest-mate * Le Bossu ™ (winning £2.000 in
four seasons) with violet eyes.

It has been purposely stressed in the foregoing that M. Gurnay's constant
maxim was “ Better from Best”, and this applied not only to such points
as shape, feather. heart. intelligence. etc.. but to the eyes also. A champion
racer must, of necessity possess exceptional faculty of sight, and thus, after
40 to 50 years of selective breeding. mating one champion to the daughter
of another was the invariable method adopted by M. Gurnay, it was possible
to produce birds with eyes of telescopic (or binocular) power which obviously
permit a greater range and power of vision than is available to the ordinary
type of racing pigeon; no doubt this characteristic helped to formulate the
old and often heard expression—" Homers, Racers or Gurnays ".

As can be observed of the human race. where a mother and father wear
spectacles it often follows that their children, at early ages, must resort
to this artificial aid to vision also—such aid is not available to pigeons.
Consequently eyes of * telescopic ™ power are cssential for the reliable tele-
printing of details on the birds memory for future reference—this possession.
coupled with the intelligence which abounds in the Gurnays, enables them
to make calculations comparable in results to those used by ships’ navigation
officers, though where the latter have delicate and complicated instruments
to assist them, the pigeon must rely solely on its own faculties. Thus must
telescopic vision. memory. intelligence be cultivated as it was over a period
of 50 years by one man, Gurnay, who in his efforts surpassed the achievements
of the Great Hansenne and created the.Worlds Greatest Winning Strain
and endowed it with that great * something ™ which made it superior to all
other strains. 1

In a recent issue of the All-British Pigeon Racing Gazette appeared an
admirable coloured illustration and theoretical study on the subject of eye
formation. etd However. since my writings ‘are confined to the Gurnay
strain. it is not my intention to discuss them here. though the subject is
indeed a study in itself and one withal of tremendous interest,

It is a practice of mine to use a watchmaker’s glass to examine certain
details of the eyes, details which exist for all to perceive—though perhaps
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not all, since, on one occasion, a fancier in the loft observed my use of the
watchmaker’s glass and asked if he mignt try the method. Unfortunately
he wore spectacles which he had to remove in order to insert the glass and
attempt to probe the depths of the mystery, Witnout the spectacles, however,
his eyesight was not equal to the task, so he was handicapped. a fact which
gives food for thought as to similar handicaps with which a pigeon with
weitk eyes has to contend as well as the handicap to the fancier in his
observation (a most im}-m{lant factor) of the hunared and one details con-
nected with successful racing.

It must not be assumed that all Gurnays are possessed of chocolate
coloured eyes. or even violet, there were many * National ™ eyes, so called
because of the pupil and iris being composed of the three colours of the
Beigian national nag—black, yellow and red. The distribution of these three
colours was in itself a further subject for study, soma of the Gurnays having
very large pupils with a slight circle of yellow and a larger circle of dark
red. Whatever the colour formation of the eyes of the Gurnays however.
they have, with few exceptions, a distinctive quality and brilliance, with
exceptional ability in observing the most minute detail—a trait which stands
them in good stead when racing to home sweet home, where loves lies waiting,

The broken pupil of the eye is a subject which provokes constant argu-
ment and few, if any, can satisfactorily explain the co-relationship of the
circles, It is, however a subject to which continual devotion of thought is
necessary, and in my experience with the Gurnays® eyes application of subse-
quent theory has assisted to a great extent the results achieved in breeding
hundreds of st prize winners during the six years they were racing to * The
Grange " lofts, averaging at least nine different new 1st prize winners in each
of the-six, scasons there, With most aspects of the sport it is a mistake to be
dogmatic, with the subject of the eyes it is even more so, and it can un-
doubtedly be a most fascinating study—even if it were possible to write
down lucidly the full secret would result in loss of interest of the majority
of fanciers and, believing that diligence should bring its own reward, 1 refrain
from recording here even such data which I accumulated and which was of
considerable assistance in the selection of pool birds to win lsts and all the
pools in 80 per cent of the races in which the Shaw-Gurnays won, These
remarks may lead to assumption on the part of less-informed fanciers that
from the eyes alone one can select the correct pool bird, an error which need
not be pointed out to the intelligent fancier who is well aware that it js
but one of the many * signs ™ which can render assistance. However, the eye
is the “ window to the soul ™ and is a factor which ranks high in the final
assessment, and great benefit can be derived by those who devote and apply
intelligent study to its potentialities.

Continuing this subject in a lighter vein-—this year (1948) a visitor to
my home, one incidentally whom I had not seen for 20 years. informed me
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that I had on one occasion in the past revealed the * secret ™ of my selecting
the pool bird. On my intimating that 1 should like to learn more, he said
that at the time he had promised not to inform another soul. and went on
to explain that the “secret ™ was to pull down the lower lid of the bird’s
eye and should the flesh be white I pooled it for everything. Since | cannot
even recall describing such a method it may be that I was indulging in
humour. though it is not my custom to mislead: however. as he was only
then a boy of 15, he had taken it more seriously than evidently I had done.

This but goes to show that something said may lead to the application
of thought. and the foregoing notes may provide material for study and
if. perhaps, the reader has not yet attained the peak of success, maybe some
day. so I hope. he will do so.
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