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Chateau of Monsieur Renier Gumay, 61 Rue aux Laines, Verviers, Belgium,
where Germans were billeted during the occupation and where 1 spent so many
happy, enjoyable and instructive hours with * The Emperor ™, as Gits described
him. Even this ample-sized chateau was insufficient to contain the colossal
accumulation of cups, trophies, paintings and 1the many thousands of special and
more material prizes gained by M. Gumay during his vears of winning.




CHAPTER VI,
THE WORLD'S GREATEST WINNING STRAIN

ET us try to trace the origin, so far as available records permit, of

this *world’s greatest strain™, founded and raced over a period of

30 years by M. Renier Gurnay, of Verviers, Belgium (1886 to 1936).
To do this we must go back to the time when that immortal figure, Alexandre
Hansenne, of Verviers, founded his particular strain on the bronzes. blues
and whites of Dedoyard. Guilisson and Bonjean, and achieved those great
records that became familiar to fanciers all over the world. Hansenne stood
as a giant in his day, head and shoulders above his colleagues who, even
then, were numbered as the coterie of the greatest centre of pigeon racing
—Belgium.

The racing records of Hansenne were thought to be beyond compare
and so great that no man would excel them. Ewvents proved that it was
to be the pupil of Hansenne, Renier Gurnay, who in due time would not
only outstrip Hansenne but build up a record of pigeon racing that has
stood until this day almost unchallenged by fanciers in any other land.

In the days before the advent of clocks (the automatic pigeon timers
we use today), and at a time when Hansenne was at the very peak of his
successful career. it was Gurnay, the fleetest in the district, who performed
for him the old-style “running in ™ That is to say that young Gurnay
“ran in” to club headquarters with the bird (latterly the rubher ring
attached to its leg) first arriving 2t Hansenne's loft from the races. As each
member was alloted so much time for running over the distance from his
loft to headquarters each fancier endeavoured to engage the swiftest runner
in the district. hence voung Gurnay being enlisted by Hansenne. Nor is it
difficult for us, even at this remote period of time. to imagine Gurnay making
his all-out effort to beat the clock and gain for Hansenne those few vital
seconds off race time.

On one occasion, so eager was the great Hansenne to win a certain race,
that he promised Renier Gurnay, * If we win Ist prize this day the winning
bird shall be yours. as 2 present from me.” When the blue hen arrived,
Gurnay seized the bag containing it and sped towards headquarters at a
pace faster than he had ever run before. Nor did be run so swiftly in vain
because the blue hen was quickly announced winneflof the st prize. Gurnay
was jubilant. When the club officials confirmed that Hansenne's blue hen
had indeed won the race. Gurnay did not return to Hansenne’s loft but
went homewards with the winning blue hen. where she was placed in the
loft as another valuable addition to his growing collection of racing pigeons.
Stage by stage his stock increased until. after the death of Hansenne, he
acquired those particular birds from the master’s loft that he required to
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form the second foundation of his strain, the strain that was destined to
create wonid’s records over all distances. In course of time he became uni-
versally acknowledged as the * Champion of the Pigeon World ", and was
publicly proclaimed by the late George Gits as * The Emperor ™

Gurnay succeeded where so many others lamentably fail in producing
not only a superb racing strain but also a type of great outward beauty.
For instance, in the Bruxelles National and International Exposition (Pigeon
Show) he won Ist.®nd and 4th with three entries. In the Liége Grand
Exposition he won Ist. 2nd. 3rd and Championship with 816 competing
against him and Ist and 2nd "with 312 competing. Gurnays won laurels all
over the world in both racing and showing competitions, and one of the
former concerns the record held for many years by a Gurnay flying from
Havana to Boston, a distance of 1,363 miles. As | have never heard to the
contrary it is possible that this record siill stands.

The year in which it was my privilege and good fortune to make the
acquaintance of M. Gurnay coincided with the period when he was racing
20 cocks only, such a small team in comparison with the scale of his wins.
Outstanding in this small team were a nest pair of bronzes—" Le Gros"
and “ Le Bossu ™", nest-mates. “ Le Gros™ won Ist prize in four succes-
sive races with £1.000 prize money : 1st Montargis, 211 miles; 1st Limoges,
385 miles; lIst Perigneux, 440 miles, and 1st Chateauroux, 323 miles (note
the gradual increase in distance with its subsequent and ultimate reduction).
“Le Bossu™ won £2000 in four seasons racing and was incidentally
presented to me later, to live in well-carned retirement at * The Grange .
where he was photographed at the age of 11 years. Since the various pecu-
liarities of different racers may be of passing interest 1 shall. from time to
time, describe a few of my experiences. “ Le Bossu ", for instance, derived
his name (* Hunchback ™) from his habit of perching with slightly hunched
back, resting, and such odd habits as the slow opening and closing of his
eves, with an occasional * yawn ", were signs. among others, that money
placed on the pools and doublages would not be wasted.

Through the vears difficulties have always been experienced of giving
English-speaking fanciers a true conception of the value of prize money
when figures have been quoted in francs—a currency which has varied in
sterling from 25 Belgian francs to the £1 to 176 Belgian francs to the £1.
The rate that applies at the time of the quotation must always be borne in
mind when trying to assess the actual sterling value of winnings stated
in francs.

For instance. the great “ Champion Millicnaire ™ won nearly a million
francs during his racine carzer for M. Gurnay. and if we moderately assume,
for the purpose of calculation, that the amount of winnings was, in fact.
750,000 francs. this ficure to a Beleian would still appear to be £30.000,
whereas if the figure were calculated on today’s rate of exchange (approxi-
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mately 175 francs to the £1) it would represent only £4.500, or thereabouts,
of our money.

A son of * Le Gros " sired the blue cock * Bon Bleu ", who competed in
nine races and in each of them he was the first bird with considerable prize
money. This cock was bought in 1921 for £120. At that time it was actually
recorded in my Stock List as £100, but during my next visit to M. Gurnay
he pointed out to me an error of conversion from francs to sterling and
the balance of £20 was settled forthwith without argument. Another instance
of the variations that can arise when converting francs to sterling.

The dam of * Bon Bleu " was a blue hen later named * Old Vielle Bleue
Hen ", and the illustration presented in this book was taken when she was
15 years of age. after having been presented to me by M. Gurnay, for
whom, in a period of seven vears. her progeny won over £45,000. During
her retirement at * The Grange " she was never averse to amorous attention,
even at the age of 20 years, although her eges were not considered worth
hatching.

The son * Bon Bleu ™, with its achievement of Ist bird. winning nine
prizes in each of its races (nine races) to the champion loft, would in this
country have had devoted to it a full page of listed pedigree. This did not
happen with M. Gurnay. with whom such performances were sufficient
pedigree in themselves when the breeding foundations were those of Gurnay
and Hansenne. On this subject T am completely in sympathy with M. Gurnay.
Racing pigeons that win are far preferable to those whose only distinction
is dependent on copious paper pedigrezs: time devoted to breeding “on
paper ™ can more profitably be employed on individual attention to the
condition of the birds.

“Bon Bleu™ was eventually mated to a dark chequer hen * Record ™
{though the latter hen arrived at * The Grange ™ before “ Bon Bleu ™) and
bred “ Bronze Favourite™ (or * Favori™ as he was called by M, Gurnay),
winner of 1st Grand Nationa! Anegouléme by over half an hour, with 1,643
birds competing. His brother * Cigarette ™ (a name bestowed on the bird
by myself by reason of its dark blue colour) was 12th in the same race.
*“Bon Bleu ™ was the third cock to win the Grand National by over half
an hour, and this was followed by vet another, in a hard north wind race.

When it is realised that the only * cross ™ 1 can recall M. Gurnay having
used in 22 vears was from Paul Verhoye, after he had wyon 1st. 2nd and 3rd
in the Grand National, it can perhaps be more readily appreciated why the
Gurnay strain won 1st, 2nd. 3rd and 4th all premier velocities in the premier
club of England—the M.F.C. of 200/250 members. Incidentally, the Verviers
Club, of which M. Gurnay was champion for 30 or more successive years,
was also composed of 250 members. but in contrast to the MF.C. with its
four sections. the Verviers was not sectionised. Such an anomaly as securing
all premier positions without one penny resulting in prize money would not
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have obtained in the Verviers Club—a fact which further illustrates the
opposing ideology of the two clubs on the whole subject of * Racing for
Prizes ™. It was during the weeks following his Ist, 12th and 38th success
in the Grand National Angouléme (with only four entries) that M. Gurnay
sent two cocks. * Bon Vierzon™ and * Leon ™, to the National Vierzon and,
with these two entries only, zained st and 2nd prizes. thus completing the
two Ists in National races within eizht days. with £4.000 prize money, as
previously recalled. n Vierzon ™ was the later name of “ Young Bossu ™,
as Gurnay understood French and not English

The sires of both these National 1st prize winners were brought to * The
Grange " lofts at a later date, where they sired innumerable 1st prize winners
to my lofts at 10. 11. 12 and 13 vears of age. M. Gumnay considered
* Angouléme " a truly “unique ™ pigeon. whether as racer, breeder or for
exhibition. and this bird represents * perfection ™. in my opinion, for shape,
feather. eyes. character, intelligence—in fact. in all respects.

To accurately assess the total amount of M. Gurnay's monetary gains
would be an impossible proposition suffice to acknowledge it greatly exceeded
any figure ever accrued from this sport. To establish some idea of the figure
involved, let us consider one period of ten vears which netted 4,000 prizes.
an average of 400 prizes per vear. which, with modest calculation, would
represent £4.000 per annum (though the most successful season 1 remember
brought him in £9.400). or, in terms of the last 30 years of his racing, a total
of £120000. Quite apart from this figure were presentations. in their
thousands. of gold medals larger than English five-shilling pieces. gold clocks
and watches, etc. I had occasion once to view two cabinet drawers completely
filled with these go'den testimonies. Numerous. too. were presentations of
oil-paintings of his winners. baskets of flowers. and countless articles of more
practical use which he lavishly bestowed on the needy. He was the most
generous-hearted man it has ever been my privilege to know: in my mind’s
eve I can still see him paying his pensioners every Saturday.

Once, when he entered two pigeons for the Orleans race—a dark and a
blue pied cock—winning £3.000 (75.000 francs), ard repeating this success.
though in reversed order, two weeks later. the safe in which the winnings
were deposited was literally bursting. The Verviers and Liége Province is.
of course, famed for its mammoth pools and doublages. in which each fancier
only engages one bird, or at the most two birds. thus one pigeon can carry
as much as £840 in 60 pools and doublages. In races from St
Vincent. Spain, entering four birds and winning four prizes and doublages
in the Pepinster. Liége. Tirlment and Verviers clubs. as much as £1,300
has been wagered on three pigeons.

Regarding the race-point of St. Vincent in Spain. M. Gurnay’s “ St
Vincent ™ (born in 1927} only finished racing in 1936 and during those nine
scasons flew races of 450 to 560 miles 22 times and was only once “out ™
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of the prize list. In his last racing season, 1936, when nine years old, he
finished 20th St. Vincent and 12th Santander. The various race-points were
Libourne, 5t. Vincent. San Sebastian and Satander. This bird was a son of
“Fred ", a blue cock who won 1st National Limoges and £1.800, and was
so-called by my having selected him the previous year as a potential champion.
This recalls the pleasure I derived sitting alone in the various lofts, studying
the birds and making comparisons with my own birds 2t home.
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THE GREAT " BON BLEL.™
Nine races only (then War), First bird nine times to a champion loft—big money prizes
each time. Sire a son of “ Le Gros ", four firsts in four successive races. Dam the old “ Blue
Hen™, “ Bon Bleu ™ mated to “ Record ™ bred * Bronze Favorite ™, 1st Grand National, 1,643
competing, winning by half an hour. *Bon Bleu™ at nine years of age bought for £120,
the highest price I ever paid for one bird. Photo taken when 10 vears old. Sired me Ist
prize winners when 14 vears of age. 3rd Federation, 2,949 competing. “ Bon Bleu ™ and
“Record * considered to be the greatest stock paiv ever. Parents of so many winners all
parts of the world.
I8




“ RECORD."

Dark cheq. hen.

test stock pair. ¥ Record ™ is granddaughter of * Petite Ecaille Vierzon ™.
ughters, mated to a son of “ Bronze Favorite 1st Grand WNational,
" Gr winners generation after generation from

Hen of the world’s grea
Another of his grandd

bred the ace of aces- Fonce Angouléme ™, i
“Bon Bleu™ and “ Petite Ecaille Vierzon ", between them 25 races—never out of big money
prizes. ¥ The Great Bon Bleu™ and “ Record " bred champions for all parts of the world,
including “ Bronze Favorite™, lst Grand National, 1,643 competing, and grandparents of
the ace of aces, * Fonce Angouléme ", £2,400 in pools in this one race.
3Q



“ ANGOULEME.™

Blue cheq. cock.
Unique as a racer, breeder and exhibition bird. Won many prizes. including 1st in £40 pool
in Mational. Nest-mate to * Petite Ecaille Vierzon ™, £1,600 in 16 races and brother to
“The Masterpiece ™. ™ Angouléme ™, at * The Grange™ Lofrs, sired lst prize winners at
9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 years of age—his grandson sired “ Young Hawk ”. This bird represents
my ideal in every detail for racing, breeding and exhibition.

40

T—




“PETITE ECAILLE VIERZON." .
“ Litile Cheq. Vierzon ™. Blue cheq. cock.
Greatest pre-1914 War racer M. Gumay ever had. 16 races—I16 prizes—£1,600, including
Ist Vierzon—never out of big money. Nest-mate to * Angouléme ", unique as racer, breeder
and exposition, also to “ The Masterpiece ™. All three brothers sired many lst prize winners
to *“ The Grange” lofts and all over the world, including * Champion Apollo ™, * Champion
Repeater . “ Seven Firsts ™, etc., etc. His granddaughter is dam of “ Bronze Favorite ™, 15t
Grand Mational by half an hour, 1,643 competing, Another granddaughter is dam of the ace
of aces, “ Fonce Angouléme ™, 1st Angouleme by half an hour; pool wins, £2,100,
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“ THE MASTERPIECE.”
Blue cheq. W/F cock.
Brother to * Petite Ecaille Vierzon ™ and his nest-mate, “ Angoul®me ', “ The Masterpiece " is
sire of “ Champion Repeater ™. All three brothers sired nv 1st prize winners to “ The
Grange " Lofts. “ The Masterpiece ™ is similar in colour. ete., to * Ecaille Plume Blanche ™,
the great winner and breeder
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“ REAL EXCELLENCE.™
Blue cheq. hen.
One of * The Grange " stock hens, Sire, * Bronze Excellence ™, the unbeatable, never beaten
champion. Dam is daughter of “ The Masterpiece ™, brother to * Petite Ecaille Vierzon ™ and
“ Angouléme . * The Masterpiece ™ sirad many winners, including * Champion Repeater ”,
three 1sts =ame season from 86 miles to 529 miles.
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“BRONZE EXCELLENCE.”
Bronze cock.
tions ™ and described as “ unbeatable ™. Bred from a brother
wrted 1o “ The Grang Lofts—grandsire of * Quality ™, 1st
Stockport Federation, N.E. wind, who sired “ Champion Best Quality ”, which won lsts at
all distances, including 1st with 2,011 competing, and hundreds of 1sts in pools.
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CHarTer VIL
A FEW CHAMPIONS

MONG the many Gurnay champions was * Hlustrious Raye ™, who won

Ist prize in 135 difierent races for M, Gurnay, This was one of the few

mealy cocks which M. Gurnay raced, another of this colour being * Bon
Raye ", winner of st San Scbastizn, Spain So prolific in the breeding of
champions was this world’s greatest winning strain that Gurnay could afford
each year to export his champions. together with a suitable hen to mate. to
the US.A. at a thousand dollars (approximately £192) per pair, as well as
sending birds to other countries. This inciuded the champions that were
imported to my lofts at * The Grange ", where opportunity to purchase these
or their progeny was afforded to all. There was bul one stipulation to M.
Gurnay’s exportations, viz, that no bird once imported could be re-exported
to Belgium.

In addition to winning 400 prizes cach year the Gurnays carried off
most of the great cups which were open to competition, and in some instances
he gave names to the birds which were significant of their achievements, for
example, * Vieux Coupe ™ (old Cup). * Jeune Coupe ™ (Young Cup). It was.
in fact. M. Gurnay’s method, simple in itself, to name his birds expressive of
their exceptional successes or their particular attributes, ete.. and among his
innumerable champions thus named may be mentioned *Le Bossu™
(* Hunchback ™). ** Le Gros ™ (* The Big 7). ** Petite Ecaille Vierzon ™ (* Little
Chequer Vierzon ™), and his nestmate * Angouléme ™ after his winning the
£40 pool from this race-point. Others were “ La Cigarette ™ (a dark blue),
*“Favori ™ (favourite) and Ist Grand National * Bariole ™ (picd). 1st National
*“Petit Bleu ™, Ist National Limoges, £1,800, * Fred ™ (a blue. named after
the writer), then *“Poule des As™, “Orleans ™. “Roi™., “Beau"”. *Le
Velour ¥, “ Le Hardy ™, * Le Criguet . all indicative of one special feature
or another.

It can readily be seen that. with 4.000 prizes in 10 vears. how impossible
it is to mention even a fractional part of 30 years' winnings as champion.

There were so many other champions that only a few can be mentioned
here, but of those included in his Sale List of 1936, the following three
champions are worthy of special noie : * Ecailly Plume Blanches ™ (blue
chequer with white flights). a great winner and a sire of winners and for which
was offered a record price, although it was not accepted. This cock was bred
from * Bragard ™—a bird which M. Gurnay had presented to M, Bragard
and a colossal prize-winner. He was brother of “ Fonce Angouléme ™, winner
of Ist Angouléme by half an hour. and later M. Gurnay bought him back
to join * Fonce Angouléme ", the * Ace of Aces™. 44 descendants of whom
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were included in the Sale List. All these were descended from the three
different Ist prize winners in the Grand Nationals by over half an hour.
thus demonstrating very conclusvely. year by year for 50 years, the amazing
superiority of this strain.

In addition to * Ecaille Plume Blanche ™ and * Fonce Angouléme ",
there was the third of these champions—" Le Colpart Millionaire "—winner
of ‘nearly a million francs (sixteen of his descendanis were offered in the
Final Sale), and fromk Limoges alone one of his prizes was £3.000. Reverting
again to the “ names " of champions. Madame Gurnay always had one of
the birds as her favourite and invariably selected one with white wings—
* Bariole "—and as * Joli ™ means pretty and gay her favourite was named
“Joli de Madame .

It is very necessary when studying the pedigrees of the Gurnavs to
remember the foregoing and make a distinction between “ Bon Joli de
Madame ™ born 1922, No. 302707), who was described by M. Gurnay as
“unigque as racer and breeder . and the dark chequer white flighted bird
born in 1931 (1044352), also named “ Joli de Madame ", who was known
all over the world for his wins for Madame Gurnay, her “ pin money *, His
sire won Ist prize in seven different races and descended from “ Cigarette
Bleu ™, 12th Grand National. Madame Gurnay always selected a pied so
that she could easily recognise her fancy. Descendants from the three great
winners—" Fonce Angouléme ”, * Ecaille Plume Blanches ™, and * Colpart
Millionaire "—are to be found today in my * Ridgcroft * Bramhall lofts along
with descendants of * Champion Apollo ™. * Champion Picture ”, * Champion
Repeater ™, * Champion Best Quality "—characteristics of these and other
Gurnay racers will be noted later.

It may be noticed that hens are seldom mentioned by Gurnay except as
* productrice ™ (breeder) because hens were not raced, but it will be readily
understood by all fanciers that hens play a very important part in the breeding
of champions, aces. year after year. for 50 years. and when, as obtained at
*“ The Grange ™, one loft actually breeds and races an average of nine new
individual st prize winners each year. If you have the gift of * selection ™
with previous experience of selecting daushters of champions to mate to
champions it becomes casy for one to breed further champions. not singly, but
in abundance. The first essential is to get the “ sure foundation ™ in actuality,
not merely from pigeons with nothing more than paper pedigrees to recom-
mend them. Then you may be in the position of which M. Gumay was
speaking when he mentioned only the Aces of Aces and seldom remembered
such birds as * Bon Vierzon ™ and *“Leon ™. 1st and 2nd National Vierzon
with only two entries: they helpsd to win £4.000 in eight days, but there
was nothing outstanding about that, quite a natural result to the world's
greatest racer. He several times told me that T was a better racer of his birds
than himself and was quite serious when making this remark. But even if |
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