
February 11. 1954

Mr. R. L. Spiker
Cumberland
Maryland

Dear Mr. Spiker:

Answering your recent letter. my first importation of Gurnays was
from Fred Shaw. Denton. England. in the year 1919. four birds which as
individuals were not up to my expectations.

In 19Z0my first importations from Mons. Gurnay arrived and for six
years I imported a.nnually a few birds from him. all splendid individuals descend­
ed from the best in his loft; included were First Prize Noyon. Thirty-eighth
Prize Angouleme. First Prize Vierzon (19Z0). and Twelfth Prize Bordeaux. a
poor trapper which he gave to me as a present in return for a painting of Bon
Bleu. which M. H. Paget. then of Rockford. nlinois. did from a photo of Bon
Bleu. taken by Hedges in England.

Gurnay was a runner for Hansenne and had access to Hansenne's loft.
Choosing several birds from the great pied cock. Coeur sur Ie dos (heart on
the back).

The Old Blue Hen Z6Z04-07. called the Mother of Gurnay's Loft. was
either a daughter or granddaughter. so 1 believe. of the great pied cock. This
Blue Hen won the Prix d' Excellence (championship) wherever shown and was
never defeclted until 13 years of age. She was sold to Shaw and in his loft at
19 years of age but I do not know how long she lived. Every bird that I purchas­
ed from Gurnay was related to this hen. In 1918 Gurnay had her mated with
LaTache 991-16. I bought this cock later. pa.ying$350.00 for him. and mate
and not Jii 19Z.00 as advertised by Shaw.

I do not have Gurnay's complete show record but will give you what 1
have after a hurried search through his many letters to me.

The Old Blue Hen Z6Z04-07

Gurnay's letter of February Z8. 19Z1 "At the Liege Exhibition with
1500 birds competing 1 exhibited 18 birds and won 17 prizes. the Prix d' Excell­
ence and all the first prizes in all classes. The eighteenth bird which got nothing
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is as good as the others and must have remained unnoticed. It is the fourteen
year old blue hen and each year she has gotten the Prix d' Excellence and she is
not to be beaten in spite of her age".

January 16, 1923 Gurnay writes: "As a wager I had to exhibit at the
Independante, a very important Liege Club, five bird~ 4LndI won the Excellency
prize, along with first, second, fourth and twelfth prizes, while my opponent
secures but twenty-first prize with his best bird, some eight hundred birds com­
pUing".

Bronze Excellence 1102-16

Gurnay writes: "A real breeder and not to be beaten at an exhibition
of racing pigeons. Has been three times exhibited and has gotten the highest
awarde". Described by Mons. Stassart as "unbe&table" .. The quote is from
Gurnay's letter to me of May 20, 1920 a.nd he no doubt exhibited 1102-16 after
that.

Bronze Cock "Derby" 9590 ..•19

Gurnay writes: "Great prize winner at all shows, beaten for the Prix
d'Excel1ence only by his own father, Bronze Excellence 1102-16. \tien in good
form he does not coo, he sings.

Show record of birds I imported from Gurnay

Checquered Excellence, also called Excellency No. 1027893-l0 son of
Derby. Derby, son of Bronze Excellence.

Here you ha.ve three genctations of winners; Checquered Excellence and
Derby were racers as well. Bronze Excellence not..trained, being hatched dur­
ing Vi' arid War I.

IIChecquered Excellence late bred 1920 in December 1920 won the Pris
d'Excdlcnce <\tthe Grand Liege show, with grea.t distinction, with all the nest
feathers on. 1921 not raced or shown; 1922 first prize Orleans 420 kilos. Having
by that time tried some of his youngsters with success' (he sired twelfth prize
Bordeaux 507 miles) have kept it for breeding".

1922 Liege show 1400 birds
1922 Verviers show
1923 Liege show
1924 Brussels International
J9l5 Jubilee show Verviers
1925 Jubilee show Verviers

- first Prix d' Excellence
- first pri~e
- fir 5t prize
show - first prize

- fir at prize
- second championship
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At this 19Z5 Jubilee Show Gurnay exhibited four hens. winninU first. fifth.
sixth and tenth prizes.and four old cocks. winning first. second. third and twelfth

first being lOZ7893-Z0 above). "For the championship I again sent the four birds
(cocks) which were shown with all the other people' II champions. There 1 got
second. third. fifth and sixth pri~es. thus for the first time bein. beaten. The
championship was won by Mr. Coopman. His bird had been shown on the fir st day
I had shown mine and he won tenth prize. However it was that with the tenth prize
he mana sed to beat my four birds which had previously beaten his. I do not know,
neither does he. The juries had to admit they could not explain. that there must
have been a mistake. Hence my decision never to show again". (He may hAve
changed his mind).

Well this is how I happened to get Chequered Excellence. Gurnay writes
that "this bird is a first class breeder and unequalled in the pen and if I show him
here and he is ever defeated he will send me ten pairs of birds as compensation".
(I am not sure I havrz thh sentence compo~ed as Gurnay bad it but you get the
meaning) .

LaTache Chequered cock 991-16

Gurnay writes: "You miLYexhibit LaTache for it is one of the best speci­
ments of racing pigeons that could b~ found in every respect. Masterpicce(brother of
"Petite Eu dUe Vierlton") sire of La Tache - his mothe •.•'s sire was Le Bidet ~nsist­
ent winner for three pre-war seasons.

, Da.rk Hen Z6191--18 (mated to LaTache).

Sired by Bon B1eu. son of the Old Blue Hen 262.04-07. She 26191-18 is full s~'Ster
to Bronze Favourite, winner Grand ~ational from Angouleme 1920 by over one half
hour advance. Young Excellence. Cigarette and Plum Casse, aU great racing pigeons.
She was exhibited twice as a young bird winning first prize at one show and the
Prix d' Excellence at the second show.

"Bon Fonce 418322-21 son of this pa.ir flew in 1922 nine races. won nine
prize! and over 40.000 francs. This year ( 19Z3) again wins in the stronie3t com­
petition among which three times first prize and a small.fortune.

"in the faU 1921 bred a yuWlgster from same parents. In 1923 (as a 2-yr. old)
first race. second prizc; second race. third prize; third race provincial with high
competition, first prize. The fourth race I lost him. Take care of this pair. they
are second to none as breeders". (Gurnay aoked me to send him a pair of
youngsters from LaTache and mate).

Dark Cock Noyon 1158438-Z0 11 flights

Sire LaTache. dam 54805-19 Bronze wft hen daughter of Bronze Excellence
110Z-16. As yearling Noyon won first prize. Noyon. seventh Dourdan a.nd other
prizes. (Gurnay seldom flew yearling& over 145 miles)




